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Newsletter edition 22. February 2024 

Here we are already two months into 2024. Spring hopefully is around the corner and we can look forward to 

some drier weather and less muddy dogs. 

EVENTS 2024 

 2nd March  Jumble sale at Wintringham Village Hall in aid of Ryedale Dog Rescue and Scarborough and 

Ryedale Mountain Rescue team 10am to 2pm 

 Monday 11
th

 March-Bingo Norton Bowling Club 

 Eden Camp Living History weekend-stall Saturday 30
th

 March. 

 Saturday 20
th

 April Rotary Involve 2024 event, Milton Rooms, Malton 

 Saturday 4 May 10am-4pm Table Top at Hutton Le Hole-Duck race event 2pm. 

 Thursday 13th June Sun Inn Pickering Quiz 

 Sunday 23
rd

 June-Huby and Sutton Show-fun dog show and stall 

 Sunday 30
th

 June Malton Show 

 Wednesday 17
th

 July Driffield show 

 Sunday 28
th

 July Our show 

 Saturday 19
th

 October Ceilidh Milton Rooms Malton 

 Auction November date TBA 

 Fun dog show November date TBA 

 Thursday 5
th

 December Sun Inn Pickering quiz 

Let us know if there is an event above that you would like to help at as well. Always great to see a few 

different faces and you might have some really good ideas for things we can do. 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING BEHIND THE SCENES 

Major Milestone 

Amazing news from the Wheldon family at Yedingham! The stall on the Wall has reached the fantastic total of 

£30000 raised for the rescue. What else can be said? Such a resourceful family and they just keep on going. 

Huge thank you from all the dogs they have helped. 
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Recent donation 

We recently received an email asking for details about making a donation. Often we don’t know the 
background to why people make a donation, so we asked the question and this is reply we received: 

“We retired to Yorkshire in 2015 with our 3 ageing Labradors and mother in law’s Westie after she died. We 

made the decision that as they passed over the Rainbow bridge to only have older dogs to care for. 

Bella will be 14 on 1
st

 February and we have had her since February 2021. 

Bella is our 15
th

 rescue. She did have housemates until March when our little Westie eventually left us aged 

almost 17. Due To illness we have decided one dog is sufficient at present and she is loving all the attention”. 

From a rescue point of view, it is refreshing to see that there are dog lovers who are prepared to help out with 

the older members of doggy society. We know there is the inevitable heartbreak, but to be able to offer an 

older dog a comfy, safe place with lots of love is just great. Those older dogs may have gone through the 

trauma of having to leave their home and loving owner(s) due to a range of reasons and to see them settled 

and cared for again is priceless. Thank you. 

Here is Bella, their 15
th

 rescue not looking her age. 

 
 Get your firewood here!! 

Following the success of the apple sales in Malton, Derek, Val and Babe moved onto selling kindling. In the 

period leading up to the New Year, they raised £207 for the rescue. From 1
st

 January, proceeds will go to RNLI, 

another worthy cause. 

Thank you so much. 

Christmas Wreaths 

Huge thank you to Becks Hudson who held the annual Christmas Wreath making party and raised £170 for the 

rescue. Thank you. 
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Auction lot adds value 

Those of you who were at the auction may have seen the lovely tea hamper. Buyers may have been running 

out of steam at the auction as it only raised £32, however, after purchase it was donated to the Abbey 

Residential home in Old Malton as a one off raffle prize. Over the Christmas period residents, staff and visitors 

purchased a ticket and the final draw saw Tracey, one of the lovely carers win the hamper. The raffle raised 

£140 for the trip and activity fund for the residents. 

 
Update on a wonderful adoption 

Following the adoption of Darra and Finn, Steph has sent pictures just to show how things have worked out. 

No concerns there then? Steph just wishes they had room for the other two brothers. 

Steph also ran  a fun dog show for the Queen’s jubilee weekend in 2022. It was on the playing field in Nawton 

and as a rule, they don’t allow dogs on the field so she was shocked when they agreed and said yes. It was a 
great day and everyone enjoyed it.  Steph is hoping to run another this year to raise some more money for the 

rescue.  
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Preparation for the quiz 

The wonderful Ben has been kept busy devising the quiz questions with a little help from Coco. Don’t tell 
Mum the answers Coco. 

 
On a sad note 

In December the rescue and the world lost a really lovely human being-Vicki. Pete, her husband has put 

together a lovely piece and a few pictures for the newsletter which will require tissues especially for those 

that knew Vicki. Her love of life, positive approach and inability to sit still will stay with us and we aim to have 

a class trophy in her name for the Christmas Fun Dog show. Read on: 

 
 

Ryedale Dog Rescue -Vicki Michelle Cheney  

Passed away 4th December 2023, Aged 55  

It is with great sadness that I write to inform you that my wife, Vicki Michelle Cheney, passed away peacefully 

on 4th December 2023 at the age of 55. Vicki was diagnosed with an aggressive, terminal, Malignant 

Glioblastoma Brain Tumour, in March 2023 and approached her diagnosis in the only way she knew, totally  

positive, to continue laughing and making the most of time left to her with her family and friends. 
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Vicki’s  initial contact with Ryedale Dog Rescue came after reading a display at Ryedale Show in July 2010. 

Vicki spotted a photo of a Jack Russell (Billy) that was looking for a new home. After arriving home from work 

and a very short, excited conversation, Vicki convinced me that we go and meet ‘Billy’, who was being looked  
after by a lovely lady called Ria. So, the day after Ryedale Show we toddled off to Malton to meet ‘Billy’ and 
after a short introduction love was in the air for both. A few days later Ria kindly let us take Billy out for the 

day which only strengthened the bond between Vic & Billy, so, without consulting our girls, Billy became the 

5
th

 member of our family. Vicki and Billy became inseparable, the girls and I becoming ‘the forgotten three’.  
 

 
Billy was a huge part of our family until, unfortunately, despite the help, treatment and support of Edgemoor 

Veterinary Practice in Helmsley, on the 17th December 2019, we had had to take the devastating decision to 

send Billy on his final journey, the hardest decision to ever make and the heartbreak immense. 

 

Vicki decided that Ryedale Dog Rescue required as much time, help, publicity and support that we could give. 

Vicki ensured that we supported and attended as many fundraising events that our busy life would allow, 

Ceilidhs, Pub Quizes, Village Events, Dog Shows etc, all brilliant fun and lovely to meet and engage with a huge  

amount of like-minded people from throughout Ryedale.  

Vicki had so much respect for Dianne, Jan, Rebecca and all the many other volunteers who work continually 

and tirelessly, raising much needed funds for Ryedale Dog Rescue. At every opportunity Vicki would promote 

RDR with total enthusiasm and try and get others to attend or support those many events. If Vicki ever heard 

anyone mention that they were thinking of getting a dog she was there in an instant, encouraging them to 

take-on a ‘rescue’ dog from RDR.  
Vicki’s enthusiasm didn’t just lie with RDR, she also supported many other local animal welfare charities: Filey 

Cat Rescue, Whitby Wildlife Sanctuary, Pickering Hedgehog Rescue, Amotherby Cat and kittenRescue amongst 

others. During her short illness and with the help of many friends, Vicki managed to raise and donate 

approximately £30K split between those above along with Yorkshire Brain Tumour Charity, The Brain Tumour 

Charity, MacMillan Cancer Charity and finally Marie Curie.  

I would just like to personally thank Dianne and the Ryedale Dog Rescue Team for providing Vicki and I with so 

many lovely memories over the years. I will continue to support RDR whenever I can.  

In memory of my loving wife and ‘Billy the Dog’ now back together walking their  
heavenly path.  
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Pete Jones 

No doubt Vicki and Billy are having fun together now. 

Recent events 

Friday 9
th

 February 2024-quiz at the Milton Rooms 

With 18 tables booked, we were confident of a good, competitive night. Ben certainly tested us this time with 

some really tough questions.  

Once again, “The Honeymooners” took the first prize with “We should have stayed at home” picking up the 
wooden spoon. We really hope that everyone who came along enjoyed themselves and that the Milton Rooms 

had a good night on the bar. 

We raised £445 on the night, so well worth the effort. 
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Now onto the bit you are really interested in. Our doggies in their kennels: 

Kennel One – Sorrel is certainly a huge character in a little hairy body and is proving to be an out and out 

terrier or should I say terrorist.  She is a real cutie, but has the heart of a lion and very much thinks she is in 

charge.  She recently went out on home trial but was returned to us as although inside the home she had 

been the perfect guest when out and about her vocal ‘greetings’ to other dogs weren’t appreciated and the 

lady who took her felt it was something she couldn’t deal with.  Sorrel needs an experienced terrier owner 

who won’t be put off by her odd grizzle.  Her behaviour is manageable but a lot of it is very well ‘learned’ and 

will take a lot of time and patience to overcome completely.  She certainly is a work in progress!! 

 
Kennel Two – Little Daisy sailed through her spaying operation and it was certainly ‘New Year, New Start’ for 

this cutie when she met her new forever family.  With 2 hairy terrier sisters and twin human brothers to keep 

her entertained and a huge secure garden to race around in this young lady has certainly landed on her paws 

and we will shortly be finalising her adoption. 
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Kennel Three - Beryl has been with RDR since she was an 8 month old pup back in 2021 and after undergoing 

specialist open heart surgery to correct a PDA and several other operations she really is as ‘fit as a fiddle’.  She 

does have a rare condition which results in a lack of collagen in her skin so her skin can appear ‘baggy’ in 

certain areas but this doesn’t stop her having a love of life like any other terrier of her age.  She is such a 

character and loves life but does need an owner who can offer her a home where she can have both physical 

and mental exercise while being kept safe from harm as she can be a little accident prone at times. 

 
Kennel Four -  Pepper has now completed her course of vaccinations and recently been spayed so is now 

waiting for her forever home to come along.  She is 99% housetrained now and rarely chews both which were 

big problems when she first arrived with us.  She loves to run and chase around and would be the perfect 

companion for any sighthound fan.  Inside she is quiet and settled.  Hopefully it won’t be too long before a 

perfect people/place comes along and she can put her poor start in life fully behind her. 
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Kennel Five – Arnie. With the 31
st

 December 2023 being the deadline day for the exemption of XL Bullies or 

those seen as ‘type’ Arnie’s future was looking very bleak.  The government had said that rescues could apply 

to exempt the dogs that were XL or of type (fitted some or all of their measurements/criteria) that were in 

their care providing they adhered to all the legal requirements.  What they didn’t say was its impossible to get 

public liability insurance for an XL bully/type owned by a rescue which is one of the main requirements.  This 

meant that for many rescues they just couldn’t legally keep the dogs they had rescued and taken care of and 

had to have them put to sleep, heartbreaking.  Arnie is such a fantastic dog who’s everyone’s friend and it is 

so sad that he is condemned just for how he looks.  We stand by our non-destruction policy and therefore 

although Arnie remains under the RDR banner he has been exempt to an individual and will remain safe for 

the rest of his natural life.  He recently had his annual healthcheck and boosters and was given a clean bill of 

health and lots of cuddles from the staff at Ryedale Vets who know him well.  

  

Kennel Six – The next occupant of kennel six is Rory a 12 year old Lhasa Apso who had been homed by RDR 

seven years earlier but who’s owner very sadly passed away.  As with all the RDR dogs he had the full backup 

of the rescue so when his owner was given a terminal diagnosis she contacted us regarding Rory’s future.  We 

were happy for him to remain with her for as long as he could and the family were made aware of the owners 

wishes when the time came.  Since returning to RDR he has had a full doggy MOT including blood tests, an ear 

flush, a full dental to remove some decayed teeth and polish up the remaining ones. He has lost over 1kg in 

weight with a little more to go, has been to see Ria for a pamper session and a haircut and been started on 

some joint supplement.  He’s now happily trotting out on his walks and is great around other dogs of a similar 

size.  We do think he may be a little deaf but there again he can always hear the treat tin come out!!  
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Kennel Seven – Rocco came into RDR when his owner’s ill health meant he could no longer give him the life 

he deserved.  When he arrived he was a little nervous when meeting new people but has now come out of his 

shell.  His vaccinations had to be restarted and have now been completed and he has been castrated.  He’s 

good with other dogs, knows basic commands and has a great recall but does pull on the lead so that needs 

some work. 

 
Kennel Eight- Winnie has been having problems with sore feet since returning from her short trial but we are 

getting on top of things now and she’s happily trotting around again following a pedicure at the vets.  Her pain 

meds and joint supplements etc are keeping her arthritis ‘in check’ but it would be lovely for her to spend her 
retirement years in a loving home.  Until that special place and people come along she is happy at the kennels 

where her snoring is legendary!! 
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Kennel Nine – Sadly due to family illness Riley who was adopted from RDR in August 2023 has had to return 

to the rescue from what we hoped would be his forever home.  He has settled back into the kennels well and 

appears to be enjoying having doggy company again and getting out and about.  Hopefully it won’t be too 
long before he catches someone’s eye as he really does love attention and deserves to be settled somewhere 

in his later years. 

 
Kennels Ten  – Paddi and Daithi. We have recently had expressions of interest from two possible homes for 

the boys so fingers crossed one of them will be their forever home.  They have waited very patiently and so 

deserve their happy ending as they are lovely lads who’ve seen their two other brother go off to live life to the 

full in their forever home.  They are good with other dogs and getting better at walking on lead. 
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Also out on trial or adopted are Poppy and her six puppies. 

 

 

 

As well as the dogs actually in rescue, we are advertising and home checking for the following dogs. These 

dogs are still in their own homes and details are available on our website: 

Echo - 4yr old Old Tyme Bulldog x Bullmastiff 
Ziggy - 7 yr old Border Collie 
Gabby - 5yr old Staffordshire Bull Terrier x 
Vinnie - 1yr old French Bulldog x British Bulldog 
 
 

 

 

 


